
 

 

 

“I would not be the person I am today if it were not for the mentors 

who have supported and encouraged me through my educational and 

professional journey.”  

— Elsie Guerrero, founder of the Advancing Latinas into 

Leadership Mentoring Program, Washington, D.C. 

 

I am Elsie Guerrero, a 31-year-old proud Latina resident of Washington, D.C.  I am 

the daughter of a single mother who fled 

San Vincente, El Salvador to the United 

States during the civil war in the mid-1980s. 

I was born in California and money was 

tight when I was growing up. I am the only 

person in my family to have attended 

college—and graduate school. I have a 

bachelor’s degree in Political Science from 

Sacramento State University, and master’s 

degrees in Public Affairs and Public 

Administration from the University of San 

Francisco. I will be completing my law 

school studies this year at the University of 

the District of Columbia. 

I founded the Advancing Latinas into 

Leadership (ALL) Mentoring Program in 

2016 because I realized that many of the high school-aged Latina girls that I met 

in my community here in Washington were not thinking about long-term goals for 

their lives after school; they were simply struggling to survive. For many girls, no 

one has ever suggested to them that they should attend college. It is something 

that has not occurred to them because no one in their family has done it, and 

they view it as financially out of reach. 

http://www.allmp.org/
http://www.allmp.org/


I started the ALL Mentoring Program at Bell Multicultural High School in Columbia 

Heights, a Latino neighborhood in the heart of Washington. I wanted a program 

that would share with girls all the practical things 

that I wished I had known when I was their age–for 

example, how to write a college essay and how to 

ask for letters of reference.  We have workshops 

during the year-long program on topics such as 

what scholarships are available and how to apply 

for them. We also work on developing resumés and 

cover letters, and teach about using LinkedIn as a tool for finding jobs and 

networking.  

We hope to develop a sense of self-esteem and pride by bringing the girls 

together for the workshop series. There, each girl is assigned a Latina mentor 

residing in the D.C.-Maryland-Virginia region. The mentors meet regularly with 

the girls to help them apply what they have learned in the workshops to their 

own lives. They follow up with the girls to make suggestions, answer questions 

and provide encouragement as they go through the process of applying to 

colleges and searching for jobs.   

 

The program has been well-received by the students and administrators at Bell, 

and this year I am happy to announce that we are expanding the program to two 



other high schools in Washington, D.C. We have started the program this fall at 

Roosevelt High School in the Petworth neighborhood, and at Wilson High School 

in Northwest D.C. The program has a Latina focus, but it is open to any girl who is 

interested; African-American girls have participated as well as girls from other 

immigrant communities, such as the Ethiopian community. 

We have had a great response from the girls; they have really used what we 

taught them.  One girl who has participated in the program attends George 

Mason University in Virginia, another girl attends George Washington, and three 

girls are at the University of the District of Columbia. Other girls have attended 

community college in this area. We also have a partnership with the National 

Hispanic Nursing Association, and two girls have attended nursing school at 

Trinity University, a Catholic University in Washington, D.C. 

Thanks to money raised over the past four years through Go Fund Me campaigns, 

our program has been able to provide some of the girls with scholarships to 

purchase college text books and other materials.  

This year, our Go Fund Me campaign will continue to support scholarships toward 

the purchase of books at college, as well as help defer our programs’ 

administrative costs. We are a registered nonprofit organization with the DC 

government; we are also in the process of incorporating as a 501 (c) 3 nonprofit 

with the federal government.  

We would appreciate any help you can give us to support our work this year 

through our Go Fund Me campaign found here. 

 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/advancing-latinas-into-leadership?teamInvite=fbs0VQSH5Mhp7LZ94F4LQcKLALjj2jfs4YUMFUwK3BeXkeGJC5umnAQq9NDTX1OL

